ANOTHER MEANING FOR SOMIS

One of John Peabody Harrington’s informants indicated that somna was the name of the village where Callequas Creek exits from the Little Simi Valley towards the Oxnard Plain. His informant gave the meaning of somna as “big barranca”. Somis is now located where the village was located and is assumed to reflect the name of the village.

Applegate (1974) indicates that Somis may come from the Ventureno Chumash so mis, which means “water of the scrub oak”. He indicates that the original somis was located near Ojai and the modern Somis is east of Saticoy. Applegate does not specify his source. Disagreement among sources was common among Chumash informants.









Mike Kuhn









2-19-05

