A WHALE WASHED ASHORE AT VENTURA

One of John Peabody Harrington's Ventureno Chumash informants early in the 20th Century described a small dead whale being washed up on the beach just west of the mouth of the Santa Clara River many decades before. He said that the whale was in a state of decomposition. However, the Chumash rushed to the site with their knives and began cutting strips of meat off of the whale and eating it on the spot. This description probably reflects the "old ways". A beached whale, alive or dead, or even long dead, represented a food resource of gigantic proportion, which had to be exploited - it's an acquired taste!

Whales and their foodstock were much more common along the coast of California during the early historic period than they are today. Beached whales must also have been a more common occurrence then than they were during the heydays of the great whale slaughter or today. 
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