A STONE CAIRN

During an archaeological survey of a portion of the Big Sky Ranch in 1989, a large cairn of fieldstones was identified. The pile of stones was approximately nine feet across and two and one half feet high. Some of the stones were more than a foot in diameter. The pile of stones was certainly man made, but there was no way of telling when it was assembled, by whom and for what purpose. Its physical nature is clear, but its origin is an enigma. There were archaeological resources in the immediate area, but not directly associated with the pile of stones. 

The Chumash Indians did create rectangular or oval shaped piles of stones, usually two or three stones high, as shrines associated with winter solstice ceremonies. This pile of stones doesn't seem to be strategically located to serve as a shrine. There is no indication that any form of historic cultivation took place in the immediate area. Archaeological testing by RMW Paleo Associates, under archaeologist Ron Bissell, yielded no answers.

Cairns were assembled for many purposes throughout prehistory and history. Sometimes they covered burials, sometimes they represented shrines, sometimes they were boundary, claim or trail markers, and sometimes they were simply piles of stones cleared from fields during cultivation. I have read of one account where Indians in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada built cairns of stones to mark the spots where an Indians where attacked and killed – or badly mauled – by grizzly bears.

Ron Bissell relates a story about a large cairn near an excavation that he was involved with. Local residents told him that a retired gentleman built the cairn. On his daily constitutional, he would add a stone - and sometimes a flower. This practice went on for more than 20 years. However, many local citizens are now convinced that the cairn conceals something of importance! Our pile was destroyed during the grading for the Lost Canyons Golf Courses. We will never know the origin of the cairn. Some things will remain a mystery.








Mike Kuhn








6-18-07 (revised 7-8-07)

