A CURIOUS GLASS ARTIFACT

On February 27, 1998, a co-worker, Jeff Ford, and I, as part of our professional duties, were examining a piece of property that was being proposed for urban development. An archaeological site had been record on a portion of the property back in the 1960s. Mr. Ford pick up a small piece of amber colored glass. The object appeared to have been pressure flaked - probably by a Chumash Indian. If that is true, then the tool was made during the historic period. The worked glass was found within one to two hundred yards of the Simi Adobe, which was the ranch headquarters for El Rancho Simi for about 50 years and continued to be occupied throughout much of the Anglo-American period.

I sent the piece of glass off to archaeologist Larry A. Carbone, an expert on aboriginal use of glass. Within a few days, he returned the glass with the following analysis:

”First, the flaking, which was all produced by the pressure method, has formed three distinct working edges. There is evidence of end scraper, side scraper, and double notched/graver attributes on three of the four edges. The side scraper working edge (longest 2.40 cm length), having an approximate 60 degree goniometer angle, exhibits pressure flakes that overlap, showing intentional initial and then secondary detachments. The end scraper edge is less angled (25-30 degrees). The remaining working edge has been shaped in a characteristic double notch/graver pattern that appears in many prehistoric tools and in various material types and dimensions. The graver portion of the edge has been broken, likely due to its fragility.

The state of patina on the surfaces is noteworthy. The material is considered to be derived from a brown glass vessel (probably a bottle). The weathered surface on the outer (convex) portion shows more patina than the inner (concave) glass area. This indicates that the original complete item was not broken soon after its manufacture, as would be the case if both surfaces were exposed to weathering processes at the same time. When the item was chipped into a tool, significant time had passed since the vessel's discard and breakage. Following, the working edges have less patina than the tool body, confirming this assessment. There are also indications of use-wear on two of the working edges.....”

A short report was sent the then regional records center (U.C.L.A.) and the original letter and artifact has been turned over to the Strathearn Historical Society and Museum.
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